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REGATTA NEWS 
Grenada’s First Oasis Hobie Cat Challenge

Aaron Sylvester reports: This year, Oasis, Grenada’s only wooden floating bar, orga-
nized the first Hobie Cat time trial challenge around Mount Hartman Bay during the 
January 30th lay day of Grenada Sailing Week 2019 — after all, when you have a 
day off from racing, you keep on racing, right? Seven teams from across the world 
participated in multiple attempts to score the fastest time around the bay.

Mike and Shannon of Ireland and the USA secured first place on a Hobie Cat from 
Petite Calivigny Yacht Club, with a time of 3 minutes and 45 seconds. Tom and kids 
of the United Kingdom and the USA, also on a Hobie Cat from PCYC, came in sec-
ond after 4 minutes and 12 seconds, and Rudy and Benedict of Switzerland finished 
third in 4 minutes and 22 seconds on a Hobie Cat from Le Phare Bleu marina.

Viking Explorers Rally Ends in St. Vincent
Mike Westin and Oliver Solanas Heinrichs, authors of the Cruising Guide to the 

Canary Islands, arranged the second edition of their friendly Viking Explorers rally to 
end at Blue Lagoon Marina, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, in early February. The rally 
started in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, with six boats ranging from 36 to 44 feet. 
With a stopover in Mindelo, Cape Verde, the crossing took 14 days for the fastest 

boats and up to three weeks for the slowest. 
The British steel boat Elemiah del Mar had the oldest skipper and crew — 73 and 78 

years — and the couple on the smallest boat in the fleet, a Sweden Yacht 34, 
Hakuna Matata, are in their late twenties. (Any boat where the whole crew is 25 
years or younger can join Viking Explorers for free — the organizers want to see more 
young people out sailing!)

The Viking Explorers participants are keen cruisers who agree to the rally’s ethos of 
helping each other as much as possible — from first-aid lectures to lending special 
tools. They enjoy their time together and become fast friends. “We do this for the fun 
of it and to meet new friends,” says founder Mike Westin. “This is such a lovely bunch 
of cruisers,” Oliver Solanas Heinrichs added. Viking Explorers organizers found St. 
Vincent to be very friendly and promise to spread the word of a great place to visit.

The third Viking Explorers will start on January 5th, 2020 in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. 
There will be a maximum of 20 boats to create the best experience for all participants. 
About 13 boats have already signed up as this issue of Compass goes to press.

Visit www.vikingexplorers.eu or www.facebook.com/vikingexplorers 
for more information.

New Dates for Superyacht Challenge Antigua
After four days of racing, the ninth edition of the Superyacht Challenge Antigua 

concluded on February 3rd. The Notice of Race for the 10th edition was 
announced, with the 2020 edition moving to new dates: March 11th through 15th.

“The change in date is better for all sorts of reasons, including the fact that in late 
January, accommodation in English Harbour is in high demand. Next year the regat-
ta will be held just before St. Barths Bucket, when many superyachts are already in 
race mode. They can come and have a regatta with us before the Bucket,” said 
organizer Paul Deeth. “The format of racing and parties will be the same, but we 
plan to include a Round Antigua Race, should conditions permit.”

The fourth and final race for the 2019 Superyacht Challenge Antigua was held in a 
light to moderate breeze with flat seas. Principal Race Officer John Coveney select-
ed a shorter course of approximately 18 nautical miles for both classes. 

—Continued on next page 


